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ABSTRACT

The present study tries a theological and socio-human approach at the same time, so that
a correlation could be made between the religious beliefs of the world, in which life may
be approached both from the perspective of the scientific data, as well as from the human
thinking and up to the human feelings arisen and the beneficial influence Pope Francis’
visit has exercised upon people up to the present time. To desacralize the world and life,
means to diminish the real meaning and value, disregarding the entire spiritual edifice of
humanity. The apostolic journey of Pope Francis that he made on the days of May 31-
June 2, 2019 in Romania, will remain not only a memory for all the Romanian people,
but rather a historical event with a special spiritual charge, oriented towards reconciliation
and tolerance between churches and ethnic groups, taking into account the multitude of
ethnicities in Romania, of different denominations. The methodology was based on the
collection of data from the online environment and the direct observations made by those
who conducted the study, as a result of their taking part to the entire activity throughout
their visit. The study is also supported by social surveys and discussions with the
participants in the event, in the places where Pope Francis has held prayer talks and
dialogues. The results highlight in the first place the large numbers of Romanians
participating, regardless of ethnicity and religious affiliation, age or socio-professional
structure, all having the same desire, that of maintaining a good understanding
relationship among all Christians, no matter if Catholic or Orthodox. The cultural-
religious pluralism in Romania is an advantage that we must all become aware of and that
we must be glad about.
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INTRODUCTION

There is a great variety of churches and common faith communities, but the unity of the
church has the utmost importance for the Christian religion [19], [14], [16]. This unity
must be understood in an open and creative way so that each person could identify himself
or herself in the ideas and all that the Christian church represents. Each individual,

549



Socio-economic geography

through the individual capacity of perceiving the messages transmitted by the Christian
church, understands and can carry out their daily activity according to their own religious
and cultural norms and principles [1], [7], [15]. On the other hand, the church must also
be understood as a unit of creation, without ever breaking the unity. That unity is mainly
the unity of faith in Jesus Christ [8], [10], [2]. The unity of the church is indeed non-
negotiable. However, there should be carefully examined the following questions to
which the present study seeks to answer [2], [3], [9], need to be examined in depth. The
most important questions are related to how the religious unity should be modeled and,
more than that, how there can, and should be managed, the differences of worship cult
[19], [17]. Therefore, unity and diversity are not contrasted but, on the contrary: the
Catholics, Protestants and the majority constituted by the Orthodox people in Romania
hold the idea of Christian unity. The visit of Pope Francis in Romania, the open reception
and the massive assistance throughout the journey of His Holiness constitute once more
a solid proof of this unity of Christian faith [4], [6].

Along with His Grace Daniel, Patriarch of Romania, Pope Francis during his visit to
Romania was recognized as an expression of Christian unity. The Christian church must
be understood as a unit of religious ideas because God is ONE and, regardless of worship
type, all Christians maintain this uniqueness in their individual Christian culture. In
receiving and enjoying the signs of communion, community unity is emphasized and this
unity is expressed in Christ [11], [13]. This unity then has a special significance, because
different people, regardless of race, creed, status or anything else, can find each other and
glorify God [5].

In the discussions with those who participated and joined along the route of Pope Francis'
visit to Romania, all believers hold the idea that we must be confident in our beliefs, that
speaking of the unity of the believers does not simply refer to unanimity, uniformity or a
reunion [6], [12].

In the context of the ecclesiology of communion, unity involves the spiritual nature and
the devotion that enables the people of God to give a convincing testimony [18], [1]. God
creates space for us by Him living, as well as by Him living our culture and sharing our
experiences in it [17], [19]. In this way, the attitude can also lead to the reunion of the
church inaunique and unitary way and can be built on the unity of faith and the dedication
of this faith in the community [10]. The community that finds the deepest unity of faith
in Jesus Christ will then strive to express the unity of the church in a pure, candid way.
The unity of the church is not just a certain mentality of the people, but the unity of faith
is also expressed by the way in which people send messages to one another, support one
another, forgive one another, and achieve a future together. In the faith for Christ since
forever, all Christian believers rely on mutual respect and building a Christian community
is also based on respect and trust. In this sense, both the points of view, that of the
Romanian Patriarchate and that of the Pope Francisc during his visit to Romania, consider
that the attitude, the message transmitted and the unity of the church will bear particular
significance, and the unity of the church will be found where people really respect each
other [15].

Throughout the tour of the Romani visit, Pope Francis was accompanied by an impressive
number of people, whose presence was due to religious and social belief [6], [16]. There
were localities through which He only passed and other places where religious events
took place (figure 1).
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METHODOLOGY

The method of analysis followed in the present study was an empirical one, based on the
application of a questionnaire in the online environment and on discussions with those
who participated at the events organized throughout the route where Pope Francis held
discussions and prayer dialogues. The places where the Holy Father held prayer dialogues
were Bucharest, Blaj, Sumuleu Ciuc and lasi (figure 1). The participants were in a quite
high number, and quite many of them wanted to complete the questionnaires, also
participating directly, in a large number, as well as in the social survey conducted in the
study. The openness of people to dialogue also resulted from this high share of study
participation. The questionnaire was completed by specifying the localities in which they
participated during this visit. Thus rom the localities through which the Holy Father
passed, the number of completed questionnaires was as follows: in Bucharest, the
questionnaire was completed by 476 people, in Blaj, by 213, in Sumuleu Ciuc it was
completed by 201 people, while in lasi, by 287 people. In total, the number of people who
completed the questionnaire rose to 1177. Also, in each locality of the ones mentioned
previously, dialogues were held with those who participated. For graphical representation
we proceeded at the common treatment of all questionnaires. In this way, the socio-
economic and religious interest of the Romanian population can be viewed as a whole,
with respect to Pope Francis' visit to Romania. The results clearly indicate the religious
benefit of the visit, in an overwhelming percentage, to which there is added that of the
Romanian advertising, its emergence as a country with unity of faith on the political-
religious map of the world. All these have a very important role for the correct perception
of the image of Romania as a Christian country.

LEGEND
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Pope Francis has
held events
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Figure 1. The route of Pope Francis’s visit to Romania

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
The results highlight first and foremost the large number of Romanian citizens
participating, regardless of ethnicity and religious affiliation, age or socio-professional
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structure, all having the same desire, that of maintaining a good relationship of
understanding between all Christians, no matter if Catholic or Orthodox. The cultural-
religious pluralism in Romania is an advantage that we must all be aware of and that we
must cherish.

Regarding the age of the participants, in the analysis of this study, most of them range
between 18-45 years old (figure 2). This age segment is very important. This age group
represents the main demographic component from the point of view of the labor force of
the active population on the one hand, and on the other hand it is the basic component in
representing the socio-cultural force.

munder 18 years m 18-45 years
46-65 years mover 05 years

Figure 2. The structure by age groups of the study participants — the Pope’s visit to Romania

Their cultural, religious, economic and social point of view can be found in future
analyses, with changes depending on external factors. The maturity of those between 46-
65 years and those over 65 is also added.

From the point of view of religious affiliation, the Orthodox Christians, the majority
religion in Romania, represent the largest share (figure 3).

This high share of Orthodox Christians, along with Catholics, cumulating Greek-
Catholics and Roman Catholics, is yet another proof of the Christian unity and of a
common cultural vision of the population living in Romania.
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Figure 3. Religious apputernance of the study participants - Pope’s visit to Romania

The benefits offered to the community are viewed differently by those who participated
in the accomplishment of the study (figure 4). Those who gave a negative answer are
more skeptical, rather than willing to give a clear, negative answer. The most of them,
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however, consider that a visit by a high representative of Christianity can only be of great
significance, and the effects are beneficial from several points of view. The positive
effects are found both in the direct consumption of the participants in the religious event,
and indirectly, through the advertising brought to Romania as a result of the degree of
religious and social security in Romania.

mves
Eno

Figure 4. The beneficial effects of Pope Francis” visit from
perspective of the population participating in the study

As a novelty, the present study forwards the image of the Romanian Orthodox population,
by underlying the need for dialogue and reunion, starting from the premise that
multiculturalism is a win, as well as the way in which multiculturalism was conceived,
ideologically and especially socio-politically [7]. The clear effects on the areas where
benefits can be brought as a result of the visit of the Holy Father in Romania, following
the application of the questionnaires, show the religious importance of the event (figure

5).
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Figure 5. The areas which the benefits of the Pope Francis” visit to
Romania are brought from the perspective of the study participants

The population of Romania emphasizes through the answers given this need to maintain
a Christian unity, not only at the level of Romania, but also at the level of the entire
Europe. Christianity can contribute to maintaining religious balance, to maintaining a
common reason, to economic development and to moral and behavioral ethics, to creating
a system of real values [7]. Economic and technological development without
maintaining rational ethics is fragile. Ghibanu argues in his writings a very important
thing, that according to which “Christian spirituality gives birth to the following values:
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belief in progress, hope for a better world, sense of history, marriage and monogamous
family, freedom, justice, work ethics, tolerance, non-discrimination, subsidiarity,
participation and solidarity”.

This idea is expressed in a simple manner by the Romanian population, by completing
the questionnaires. The researchers in the field of religion come with clear explanations,
they come with their word and lectures in support of the population, who, by their gestures
and by what they try to do, say the same thing. Collaboration is very important. The
exchange of ideas, communication is the most important thing and must be taken into
account. The church can contribute to the culture of sustainability by communicating a
vision upon life and to equal extent it inspires forms of behavior that give the
sustainability resistance.

CONCLUSIONS

The article promotes an ideology policy and emphasizes the role of religion in Europe,
especially the idea that inter-religious and ecumenical dialogue is a European creation,
and that freedom, tolerance, respect for otherness and dignity of others are also conceived
with a strong European brand and, why not, a Christian one. Pope Francis' visit to
Romania is a proof of this unity of ideas and a clear expression of Christendom's
tolerance. Romanians are mostly Orthodox. This did not prevent them from being close
to their fellow Christian Catholics and His Holiness, by offering openly the warmth with
which, in the first place, a good Christian must be received. On the other hand, Romania
has undergone a difficult period from the economic and social point of view, with the
transition from one type of economy to another, from communism to democracy. This
passage also favored openness to faith. The communist period did not allow human
communication with the church. Despite these restrictions, people did not cease to have
openness to faith and to the church. After 1989, freedom of speech and, first of all,
freedom of religious expression created the ease of man finding himself in the Christian
idea. It is an extraordinary thing in terms of freedom of thought and Christian expression.
Pope Francis' visit to Romania also aroused a socio-economic interest regarding the
mentality of the Romanian population. The publicity brought to Romania due to this event
Is considered to be very important. The economic importance is noticeable directly
through consumption. All those participating in the event resorted to the accommodation
infrastructure in the localities where the events took place, respectively Bucharest, Blaj,
Sumuleu Ciuc and lasi, but also in the neighboring localities. Also, food consumption can
also be regarded as a significant economic parameter during this visit with direct
economic effects. Indirectly, the religious publicity and the tolerance or hospitality of the
Romanians equally contribute to the positive social and economic effect brought about
by this important religious event.

The study brings, as a novelty, the expression of European religious desire. It isa common
wish, expressed both by His Most Blessed Father Daniel, the Patriarch of Romania and
His Holiness, Pope Francis, but it must be maintained from all points of view, having as
its basis the religious perspective, as a binder for the other components: the economic,
political and military ones. The foundations of a stable world and a sustainable European
civilization are laid under the conditions of a Christian unity, which has the role of
maintaining cultural identity. Communication and especially ecumenical dialogue are
necessary, and tolerance, respect for the dignity of others are European and Christian
concepts. These are clearly expressed in the study by all those who participated to the
events all through the three days of Pope Francis' visit to Romania.
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