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ABSTRACT

The development of the tourism sector can stimulate economic growth and contribute to
mitigating the existing imbalances at regional level, also representing an important source
of income growth for the population. Thus, the analysis of the main economic indicators
in the tourism sector considered to be relevant (hnumber of companies, number of
employees, turnover and profit) becomes a necessity, they can provide relevant
information that could be used in drawing up future development strategies where tourism
plays an important role.

From this perspective, in the present study we proposed the structural analysis of a single
economic indicator, namely tourism companies in the South-East Development Region.
This analysis aimed to identify those economic sectors of tourism characterized by a
positive dynamic, sectors that could dynamize the evolution of local economies. In order
to reach the goal, a database was created for the period 2000-2018, at the 4-digit NACE
code level (Classification of Activities in the National Economy), regarding the number
and structure of tourism companies for the South-East Development Region. The
database was subsequently used for graphical and cartographic representations, both
evolutionarily and territorially for the analyzed indicator.

The obtained results show that the structural analysis of the tourism companies can
provide us relevant information, regarding the viability of the tourism sector, both at
territorial level and from an evolutionary and structural perspective.

Keywords: structural analysis, companies, tourism, entrepreneurship, South-East
Development Region

INTRODUCTION

At EU level, entrepreneurship benefits from important support because it is considered
that the development of a country and the economic growth, which is reflected in the
increase of the standard of living of the population, can be determined by the dynamics,
the volume and the quality of the investments made [1], [2], [3]. In recent years, one of
the economic sectors in which much has been invested is tourism. The investments in the
tourism field represent an energizing factor from the economic and social point of view,
since they have a major contribution to the GDP, reduces unemployment by generating
jobs, developing infrastructure, and through the multiplier effect plays an important role
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in the sustainable development of a country or region [4], [5], [6], [7], [8], [9]. The variety
of natural and anthropic resources, from the studied region, represents a potential that can
be exploited by the regional economy through a large number of investments in the
tourism field, with numerous economic and social benefits at local and regional level.
Therefore, the entrepreneurial sector is considered a real engine of territorial systems
development [10], [11], [12], [13]. By analyzing the number of companies, we can obtain
information about the tourism development of a region and we can identify development
patterns and trends, which will help us to set the objectives for the elaboration of
integrated development strategies at local and regional level [14], [15].

METHODOLOGY

The South-East Development Region is the second largest in size and one of the most
attractive regions in Romania, from a tourist point of view, through the variety of relief
forms and the numerous natural and cultural resources with tourist potential. The presence
within the Danube Delta region, the only delta in the world declared a reserve of the
biosphere and the Black Sea coast, is only a part of the important resources that can be
used by the regional economy. (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Study area — The South-East Development Region

In order to carry out the structural analysis of the companies that carry out tourist
activities, a database has been created at four-digit NACE codes (Classification of
Activities in the National Economy), regarding the number and structure of tourism
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companies in the South-East Development Region, for the period 2000-2018. Thus, a
number of 10 NACE codes were selected corresponding to the activities in the tourism

sphere:
5510 Hotels and similar accommodation
5520 Holiday and other short-stay accommodation
5530 Camping grounds, recreational vehicle parks and trailer parks
5590 Other accommodation
7911 Travel agency activities
7912 Tour operator activities
7990 Other reservation service and related activities
9102 Museums activities
9103 Operation of historical sites and buildings and similar visitor attractions
9104 Botanical and zoological gardens and nature reserves activities

With the help of the database, graphical representations were made from an evolutionary
point of view for the analyzed indicator.

RESULTS

From the analysis of the graphs in Figure 2, it can be noted the evolution of the total
number of companies in parallel with the evolution of the number of companies with
activities specific to the tourism field, in the South-East Development Region, for the
period 2000-2018. Between 2000-2008, the total number of companies increased by more
than 180%, from 23843 to 67248 (Figure 2A). In 2008-2010, due to the economic crisis,
the total number of companies decreased to 63857, disappearing altogether, over 3300
companies. In 2011, the total number of companies registered an increase of over 4500
companies, so that, a year later, it would decrease again. Starting with 2013, the total
number of companies remains around 67000, with a slight increase to 68823 companies
in 2017, as in 2018 their number will decrease to 67596 companies. The share of tourism
companies in the total number of companies varies from 1.7%, in the year 2000, to 2.5%,
in 2018, increasing steadily throughout the studied time interval.

The number of companies that carry out tourist activities, in the studied region, gradually
increases, from 415, in 2000, to 1694, in 2018 (Figure 2B). It is noted that in the period
2000-2008 the number of tourism companies increased rapidly, in 2001 and 2002
registering with more than 20% more companies than in the previous year. In 2009 there
were 1370 companies, the increase compared to 2000 being about 230%. During the
economic crisis, the number of companies with tourist activities decreased by only 0.5%,
in 2010 compared to 2009 and in 2012 compared to 2011. Starting with 2013, the number
of companies is starting to grow again, but at a slower pace. If in the period 2013-2016
the annual registered increases did not exceed 2%, in 2017 the number of tourism
companies increased by more than 7% compared to 2016, in 2018 to increase by only
1.3%.

From the analysis of Figure 3, it can be observed that a positive dynamic was registered
at NACE 5510 code level, the number of hotels in the studied region increasing from 217,
in 2000, to 548 in 2018. During the period studied, the number of hotels increased rapidly
until 2009, when it reached a number of 492 hotels, after which, growth grew at a slower
pace, with short periods of decline. The same positive dynamics was also recorded at
NACE code 5520, where a significant increase in the number of accommodation facilities
can be observed from 28 in 2000, to 470 in 2018. The number of camping grounds,
recreational vehicle parks and trailer parks (5530 NACE code), does not know important
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variations during the period studied. If in 2000, their number was 18, in 2018 it reaches
37. Other accommodation services (5590 NACE code) increase in number from 50 to
227, between 2000-2008, and then decrease or increase slightly.
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Figure 2. A. Evolution of the total number of companies in the administrative-territorial units with
tourism sector in the South-East Development Region, Romania and the share of tourism
B. Evolution of the number of tourism companies from the administrative-territorial units with tourism
sector in the South-East Development Region, Romania
Source: Project UB 1423

The highest value was registered in 2017, when it reached a number of 234 companies.
The travel agencies (7911 NACE code), also registered a positive dynamic, between 2000
and 2018. If, in 2000, in the South-East Development Region, there were 62 companies
with this profile, in 2009, their number reached 272. Regarding tour operators field (7912
NACE code), their number increases from 34, in 2000, to 146, in 2011, after which, it
slightly decreases to 139, in 2012, so that in 2013-2014 it will increase to 163 companies.
Since 2015, the number of tour operators has decreased, reaching 140 companies, in 2018.
For the 7990 NACE code, we can observe an increase in the number of companies from
2000 to 2009, from 6 to 32 companies, after which, their number varies between 27 (2010
and 2015) and 35 (2017). In 2018, there were 34 companies with this profile. In the
studied region, between 2000-2007, no company with a museum activity worked (9102
NACE code). In the database, there are 2 such companies registered in 2008 and in 2011,
so that during the time period 2009-2015, only one company with this profile operates.
Companies that manage monuments and historic buildings (9103 NACE code) are also
in a small number. In the studied region, only one company with Botanical and zoological
gardens and nature reserves activities (9104 NACE code) has been operating since 2012.
Analyzing the share of each Nace code in the total tourism companies (Figure 4), from
the South-East Development Region, for six years selected from the analyzed period, it
can be observed that the highest share, for each year, is held by the number of companies
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from the hotel field (5510 NACE code). Also, the share of hotels, in the total number of
companies in the tourism field, is decreasing from 52%, in 2000, to 33%, in 2018. On the
second place, as a share in the number of companies with tourist activity, the travel
agencies are located (NACE code 7911), between 2000-2013, yielding the place, in 2018,
for companies with accommodation facilities for holidays and short periods (NACE code
5520). If the travel agencies vary as a percentage between 14% (2018) and 20% (2008-
2009), the companies that correspond to the CAEN code 5520 know a continuous increase
from 7-9%, in the years 2000 and 2004 respectively, at 11-13 %, in 2008-2009, up to
28%, in 2018.
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Figure 3. Evolution of the number of tourism companies on 4-digit CANE codes
Source: Project UB 1423

Camping grounds, recreational vehicle parks and trailer parks (NACE code 5530), which
owned 4% of the total number of tourism companies in the years 2000, 2004 and 2008,
gradually decreased, reaching a share of 2%, in 2018. Firms offering other
accommodation services (NACE code 5590) had a share of 12%, in 2000 and 2004,
reaching 17%, in 2008, respectively 16%, in 2009, and then decreasing to 13%, in 2018.
For the reference years, it is observed that t Tour operator activities (NACE code 7912),
slightly increase from 8%, in 2000, to 10% in 2004, 2008 and 2009, reaching 11%, in
2013, after which it decreased, again, at 8%, in 2018. A constant share of 2% is held by
the number of companies with other reservation service and related activities (NACE
code 7990), the rest of the companies with museums activities, operation of historical
sites and buildings and similar visitor attractions and botanical and zoological gardens
and nature reserves activities have a share of 0%.
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Figure 4. Share of each NACE code from tourism in total tourism companies
Source: Project UB 1423
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CONCLUSIONS

Following the structural analysis and the evolution of the number of companies that carry
out tourism activities in the South-East Development Region, between 2000-2018, the
foIIowmg are highlighted:
- during the period studied, the entrepreneurship in tourism has developed
continuously, the number of companies increasing greatly;

- the share of tourism companies, in the total number of companies in the studied region,
increased from 1.7% to 2.5%;

- the evolution of tourism companies, based on four-digit NACE codes, shows a
positive dynamic for codes 5510, 5520, 5590, 7911 and 7912;

- regarding the share of NACE codes in the total number of tourism companies, it is
observed that although the number of companies with hotel activities is increasing,
their share is decreasing due to the increase of the number of companies that carry out
other tourism activities..

The elaboration of efficient management strategies, regarding the development of the
economic activities at the local level, cannot be realized without a deep knowledge of the
way in which the different systemic components specific to the local economy interact
[3], [16], [17], [18], [19].
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